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Home Swapping More Popular In Tough Economy

Wellington Family Saves About $10,000 Trading Homes With Couple
From France

B0 S D&, B
WELLINGTON, Fla. -- With the economy forcing some to reconsider

their vacation plans, some families are turning to home swapping as a wayv
to cut their travel budgets in half.

Wendy and Michael Lohr put their Wellington home on the market this
spring. It's a four-bedroom, three-bathroom beauty in a gated community.

But the Lohrs weren't looking to sell. Thev were looking to swap.

"I thought she was kind of off her rocker, to be quite honest with vou,"
Michael Lohr said of his wife's idea.

Wendy Lohr wanted to take her family to France this summer, but the cost
of staving at a hotel in Paris for two weeks was bevond their budget.

So she turned to HomeExchange.com, one of a number of Web sites

dedicated to home swaps around the world.

The former event planner spent hours online doing her research before

choosing a home in the small town of Dinan, France.

"I tell people that we're exchanging our home with a couple from France
and they look at me like I have two heads,” Michael Lohr said.

"I'm going to be in their house with their things while they're in my house
with my things, so there has to be a level of trust there," she said.

Plus, the Lohrs will spend a day with their house guests in Wellington before
traveling abroad.

"This is retired couple that we're exchanging with,” Michael Lohr said. "It's

not like we're exchanging with some college kids."

Although France is still a few months away, Wendy Lohr 1s already thinking
about future vacations.

"Next vear, if anvone wants to trade, I want to go skiing,” she said.

Ed Kushins, president of HomeExchange.com, said 80 percent of its
members have had at least one exchange, and most overcame the initial
reluctance of sharing their home once they became comfortable with the
exchange information provided on the Web site.

By going through HomeExchange.com, the Lohrs said they're saving
$10,000.

It is free to visit the Web site, but there is a minimum %99 subscription

charge to e-mail someone whose home is up for swaps.

Copyright 2009 by WPBF.com. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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